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THE STANDARD NATURAL HISTORY, 

(six VOIS. IMPERIAL OCTAVO,) 

AND SCIENTIFIC AND STANDARD WORKS, 
BOSTON. 






Dear Sir: 


We send in this mail copy of the new edition of the Natural- 
ists' Directory. We trust you will make it convenient to remit for 
the amount of the enclosed bill by return mail. The expense of col- 
lecting these small amounts, if payment is delayed, is very large, 
and the annoyance to us, as well as to yourself, is much more than 
the small amount involved. Most of our subscribers make prompt re- 
mi t tances . 

All subscribers from whom we do not hear within thirty days 
will be drawn on at sight, and we will pin your subscription blank 
on the draft, in order that there may be no misunderstanding in re- 
gard to the matter. Please have the kindness to honor our draft, if 
you do not remit previously. 





Yours truly, 
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San Jose April 27th lb91 P.O.Box 266 


Sereno «\f^ts©n Esqr 
Curator Harvard Herborlura; 

Dear Sir; If riqy manner of ad- 

-dressir^ you, should not be technically correct,! think you 

will excuse an error of that kind, in a person who has been 

■# 

continuously otl-the ^est side of the Rocky Mountains ,8 inc e 
1852, with the exception of six months in 1876, 

It was my fortune to be appointed by the President oT 
the California State Medical Society, to open the discussion 
on the Report on Indigenous Botany etc, at the meeting of the 
Society , which was 4sld in Sacramento , during the^^ilst, 22d, 23d 
and 24th of this month. I received notice of the appointment' 
about six weeks before the meeting was to be held, and I 
thought it would be a proper thing to do,, to write out a 
brief account of the State Geological Survey, and especially 

i 

of that part of its history, in bri of , connected with the Bo tan 

-ical department thereof. K'ly paper was referrod to the Com- 

> 

-mittee on Public at ion, and probably will be published in the 
Volume of Transactions of the Society. But I will have op- 
-portunity to make any little change, in regard to matters of 
which I may procure additional information; and I would like 
to bo able to make a more definite statement in regard to the 
gentlemen who were most prominently active in performing the 
work fof^ the two volumes of the Botanical Department Report, 
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and If you will be so kind, as to answer me the following, it 
will enable me to do so. (/Vhen did professor Asa Gray die? 

Stated as it appears in the records of Harvard; What chair 
did the Professor occupy? Professor vV. H. Brewer, it is stated 
in the prefatory writings of Professor Whitney, went gast to 
take a chair in the Sheffield School of Sciences of^ale Col- 
-lege. Please state what chair, and if he^till occupies the 
same chair; and if in some other position, pi ease state. 

Professor Whitney , stated that you were the Botanist of 
the iottieth Paral(el Survey. Will you be so kind as to state 
the years you were connected with that Survey; and in a few 
words, the purposes and work of the said Survey, as ray memory 
seiYes me badly in that matter: in fact I thtnk that that 
sex’vice was performed, at a time when I was on this Coast, and 
so busy with the affirs of ray immediate sun oundigs, that I 
hardly took cognizance of what was happenning elswhere. 

Professor Greene of our State University , has told me that 
you are the Curator of the Harvard H0rborium,at ^ambridge. 

If occupy in gv^that position^at present, pi ease so state; 
and any circular 0%. announcement which would give information 
concerning the Herborium would interest me. A few words as 
to the occupation of Professor Whitney since he went East 
last^would also interest me; and of his present position; if 
still at work. 

I will send you one or more papers which I 
have heretofore read before the State Medical Society. ^ 
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By complying, in fuH^or to the extent which you will be 
able, without inconveni enc e^you will greatly Oblige , 

Yours Very Respectfully; 






P.S. Please excuse many machine mi states, as I am not ex- 
-pert enough in the use of the manhlno,to write with it,wlth- 
-out making mi stakes, uni ess with slowdr p erf o rmanc e, that i 

have time to spare for it. ^ 

zV/i 






L/fn 






San Jose Hay Isth 1691 P.O.Box 266 


Serono l/Vatson Esqr 

Dear Sir; 

Youi- letter of tne bth inst, 
came to hand in due season, and also the Hemorial of Professor 
Asa Gray, the perusal of which, bnterested me very much. His 
was a life of even tenor, and always actively progressive; 
whose works have been helpful to many individual s, an honor 
and an advantage to the great Institution, with which he was 
connected, beneficent, as regards his community , and a benefit 
to his country and his time. His was a character to respect, 
to love and admire. 

Your letter contained the full answer to the inquiries, 
which I made of you, and for which I am much obliged. 

The statement which 1 made to the State Medical Society, 

of the development of the Botany of Gal ifomia, is but a brief 

sketch, and the subject is deserving of a moi'e extended his- 

~tory,but it happenned that the appointment of the Presid<sit 

of the Society , under which I acted, was addressed to my former 

residence, in San Francisco , and from thenc e, through over-sight^ 

was not forwarded to me',and when the Pre8idsnt,vvho lives in 

Sacramento , had learned of my removal to this pi ace, and wrote 

to me here, it had got to be close on to the time of the an- 
il 

-nual meeting, so that I had but little time for the prepara- 
-u ion, especially as my sources of information, were mo stly 
in san Francisco and at Berkeley; and then my health is sgich 
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that I ain oot able to perform work rapidly. The brief sketch 
may serve as a hint to some future historian of the State, 
and I believe that the Whitney Geological Survey , should oe- 
-cupy something of space in its history. 

The California State Medical Soci ety ,publ ishes its Trans- 
-ablons in an annual volume, the number of copies published, 
not being much in excess of the membership; but I may have 
my brief paper re-printed, to gather with another brief arti- 
-cle which I have not yet re-published, in pamphlet form; and 
in which case I shall take pleasure in sending you a copy; 
but when a man has arrived at about the allotted seventy 
years and has become encumbered witn many disabling infirmi- 
-tieSjhe is unable to make definite calculation, as to what he 
can perform in the future. 


Yours Very Truly; 



P. S. I will send you a specimen of Chinese coinage, of 
which I have a number. The coin is not, inuse here, except 
among the Chinese themgelv es,and I am informed is of but lii,- 
-tl e value; but I have not met with any one, who is able to 
decipher the characters with which it is impressed: Perhaps 
Harvard may have a schoiar who can do that. 

I thought that .perhaps^ it, might be an addition to youi‘ 
coin col 1 action, if you are interested therein, or that of some 
f ri end. 
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plyin^ Back Numbers^ Volumes and 
Sets, The largest assortment its 
kind in the ivarld. 
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either American or Foreign, 
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MEMORANDUM, 
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iliicl'iaii ii Foreign Bool anil llagaziiic Depot 

47 Dey St. New York City. 


A large supply of Books ard Back numbers, of several thousand different Magazines, Reviews, 
Scientific and Illustrated Papers, Serial Publications &c , kept on hand and for sale at low rates; 
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Books and Magazines bound in a durable and artistic manner and at satisfactory prices. 
Subscriptions received on the most favorable terms, for any Periodical, either American or 
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MY dear dr. gray, 

THIii I ti A PHOTOGRAPH 
OF A LARGER PHOTOGRAPH THAT LILIAN GAVE ME 
ONCE. I SUPPOSE I T 1 S OF A EUROPEAN OAK. ARE 
THE OBJECTS REPRESENTED ON THE TWI CS . ACORNS 
OR &AL L S '/ 1 THINK THE LATTER. EVERYBODY 

ELSE SAYS the FORMER. HAS ANY OAK, ACORNS THAT 
LOOK like them? 

PIJEAGE ACCEPT MY BEST WISHES FOR YOURSELF 
AND MRS. GRAY FOR THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE THIRD. 

four WORDS LN REPLY WILL BE EN OU GH , E I T HE R;. ^ 

"CANT TELL FROM PHOTOGRAPH’’ 

’’ACORNS OF QUERCUS ’’ 

’’NOT AOORNS--POSSI BL Y CALLS’’ 

and PLEASE SEND REPLY AT YOUR LElSURL. 

RESPECTFULLY YOURS, 

• ^ cm3^ /(^ Cojak^ ■ 


JAMAICA plain. 
May 16T,1o87. 
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